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Church was then held in the highest reverence by
the Grand Dukes, because it was held in respect by
the Tartars; and in fact it served as the protection
of the people, and finally became the chief instru-
ment for their emancipation. It consequently rose
to a position of the greatest influence and authority.
As the power of the Tartars was broken, that of
the Church took its place, and the Grand Dukes had
no sooner relieved themselves from the former than
they applied themselves to undermine the latter;
and with this view supported the usurpations of the
Church of Moscow.

The first prelate who entitled himself "Metro-
politan of Moscow" was Theognost, in 1330, but
without denying the supremacy of Kiof. In 1462
the title was first assumed of " Metropolitan of all
Russia," on the ground that Kiof had a distinct
metropolitan subject to Lithuania.* Under the
Grand Duke Basil the Blind, Moscow was erected
into a Patriarchate,! on the plea that Eiof and Con-
stantinople had both yielded to Rome. J Eeligious
dissensions now became embittered, both by these
internal measures and by the reaction of the feuds

* Mcmravief, " History of the Bussian Church," p. 80.
f See note at the end of the Essay.

{ Isidore, patriarch  of  Kiof, had attended the   Council of
Florence.